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Sermon: Gen 15. 1-12,17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3.17-4.1; Luke 
13.31-35

Faith – the power of God

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing 
in your sight, O Lord, my rock and redeemer.” Amen. (Psalm 19:14)

I’d like you to think about keys for a moment. In fact if you 
can easily access your own 
keys now, please take them out. 
I have a lot of keys on my key ring. There is a key to my 
house. I have a key to my car, to 
St Barnabas, to St Michael’s, to my own home. There is a key 
to my post office box, 
and a key to Barney’s Boutique. We use keys every day, and 
they are very useful things!
But today I’m going to talk about a key that we may not often 
think about. 
It is a key called FAITH. Faith isn't a key that is made of metal 
like these keys on our 
key rings, but it is, I would suggest, the most important key, 
because it is the key 
that unlocks the power of God. 

The Genesis reading we heard earlier declares that essential truth.  
Abram’s response in 15.6 to the amazing promise made by God is 
beautiful in its simplicity and sincerity – “And he believed the Lord”. The 
Hebrew verb used here implies that this belief was not a one off thing. 
Abram believed when God gave him this vision of countless 
descendants to follow after Him AND he continued to believe despite 
the many hardships that followed as he acted out his faith over many 
years.

Indeed, Abram’s faith journey saw him spend much of his life travelling 
through the lands of the Middle East.  But more interesting and more 
significant than his geographical journey is his inward, spiritual journey 
as God called him to be open and respond to a deeply personal 
relationship through faith and thanksgiving.  Throughout Abram’s 
personal journey of discovery we see an open, honest relationship with 
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God emerging where Abram freely challenges God and seeks answers 
to his dilemmas. In 15.2 Abram asks: “O Lord God, what will you give 
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house in Eliezer of 
Damascus?”
In 15.3 he goes even further and basically accuses God of failing him, 
when he declares: “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.”

We see Abram’s spiritual journey taking him to a place where he 
experiences and understands the power of God.  But know this: Abram 
was no saint- he made many mistakes and had many flaws, just like the 
rest of us. So there is much for each of us to learn about our own faith 
journey from him. We can be direct and frank with God. We can expect 
God to reveal things to us. We can trust God to keep his promises. We 
can know that we will be forgiven when we mess things up. That is the 
beauty of God’s gracious gift of faith- it is real, it is deep, it is honest 
and it is eternal. It leads us to long for, as David does in verse 4 of 
Psalm 27: “to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.”
And it’s got me wondering about how we define faith.  
First there’s the thoughts of some well-known theologians:
Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see 
what you believe. Saint Augustine
Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace, so sure and certain 
that a man could stake his life on it a thousand times. Martin Luther

Faith is the gaze of a soul upon a saving God. A.W. Tozer

Then a couple from the scientific world:
Belief is a wise wager. Granted that faith cannot be proved, what harm 
will come to you if you gamble on its truth and it proves false? If you 
gain, you gain all; if you lose, you lose nothing. Wager, then, without 
hesitation, that He exists. Blaise Pascal 

That deep emotional conviction of the presence of a superior reasoning 
power, which is revealed in the incomprehensible universe, forms my 
idea of God. Albert Einstein

And it’s hard to go past the wisdom of Mother Teresa when she says:
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Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies. 
Mother Teresa

Finally, there is what the bible itself says:

 ““Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God- (Ephesians 2.8)

And yet not everyone sees faith this way do they? In our gospel reading 
Jesus decries the faithlessness of Herod and the Jewish leadership in 
Jerusalem. In 13.31-33 he makes it clear that the promise of God’s 
salvation, which he started through Abram, could not be stopped by 
any mortal.  Jesus would finish the work given to him by his Father, no 
matter what anyone else may try to do to stop it. And yet try they would. 
Despite all the heart wrenching efforts by Jesus to bring the people of 
Jerusalem to faith, to lovingly gather them together as a hen gathers her 
brood of chicks under her wings, still so many would not accept faith in 
the Son of God. As it was then, so it is still today. This can be 
particularly hard when it is people to whom we are close.

But for those who do choose to accept God’s gift, that choice also 
brings with it challenges. Every person who follows Jesus is faced with 
their own dilemmas at various points in their life. Just like Abram we are 
on a spiritual journey that sees our faith tested as we grow inch by inch 
closer to our Lord. It can be a difficult journey at times. Paul knew this 
all too well. Philippi was a Roman colony, ruled by Roman magistrates, 
where Latin was the common language and Roman culture pervaded 
all aspects of society. There were people who called themselves 
Christians but actually followed many of the immoral activities and held 
heretical views that were prevalent in that Roman city. In our reading 
from Chapter 3 verses 17-to 4.1, Paul calls out these false disciples. He 
reminds his Christian brothers and sisters that Roman citizenship 
means nothing compared with the citizenship awaiting each follower of 
Jesus in heaven. Their hope and ours, lies in the glorious transformation 
we will have when Christ returns. In the meanwhile, in 4.1 Paul calls on 
us to “stand firm in the Lord”. To solidly keep our faith and show it to the 
world by living by the example he set; the model given by Jesus.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ephesians/2-8
https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ephesians/2-8
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It is this hope-filled belief of eternal transformation which is the 
foundation of Christianity – and it is through our faith in Jesus that we 
are given this amazing promise. There’s no qualification on it, there’s no 
time limit on it– our faith simply guarantees it. There is no stronger or 
more powerful reminder of this than in the account of the thief who was 
crucified next to Jesus on the cross. In his final moments on this earth 
he rebuked all the others who were hurling insults at Jesus and said: 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And Jesus 
answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” No matter what else he had done in his life, his faith right 
then enabled Jesus to grant him a place in heaven. This is an amazing 
promise; one which should never be discounted no matter what time in 
their life anyone may come to faith. 

That same faith leads us to drink in this life, from the well that is the 
source of the greatest power on earth- God’s love. It calls us to have an 
honest relationship with our Lord; to model our lives on the sacrificial 
giving exemplified by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. And 
amidst the threat of a global conflict and the devastating effects of 
climate change, we are especially called to affirm our faith. For in faith 
we are promised guidance, support and loving forgiveness as we face 
those challenges with our friend Jesus and stand firm by his side.  God 
desires nothing more than that we befriend him and come to him in an 
intimate and personal relationship as Abram did.  And if you hear 
nothing else that I say today, please hear this- From the grace of 
Jesus, we are all worthy of this relationship – Abram lied and 
prevaricated, he was fearful and afraid and it didn’t make any 
difference to God – He gave us His only Son so we could come to Him 
in faith, just as we are. No condemnation, no judgement; simply his 
love.

For all sorts of reasons, our life experiences can and do leave scars 
which block us from being close to our Lord. My concluding point is 
this: During Lent we have an opportunity to gently face those blocks, to 
let go of our fears and settle in our Father’s loving arms.

May our Lord, comfort us and guide us through His Spirit, as we seek to 
grow closer to Him. May the key of faith unlock within us God’s power to 
transform our lives, and to be gracious models to our community. 
AMEN



5


