
SERMON: JOHN 18-33-37; Rev 1: 4b-8: Christ the King

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing 
in your sight, O Lord my rock and redeemer” Amen

Today we conclude our current ecclesiastical year with the 
proclamation of the kingship of Christ. Can anyone tell me when 
Christian churches started celebrating this feast of ‘Christ the King’?
It’s actually a tradition that only goes back 96 years - to 1925, when the 
feast day was proclaimed by Pope Pius XI in his encyclical Quas 
primas. He did it to respond to a world that was rejecting Christ and 
was being dominated by secularism. 1925 was a dark time: the world 
still bore the deep scars of the war to end all wars, and the signs were 
everywhere that it was hurtling towards another. Mussolini had just 
celebrated his third year in office in Italy and Adolf Hitler’s National 
Socialism Party was growing in popularity across Germany.
The people of the world were watching, waiting for answers, and turning 
to these powerful men offering tragic solutions to entrenched problems. 
In this bubbling cauldron of social upheaval the Pope called on 
Christian people everywhere to declare their allegiance to the rule of 
Christ and for leaders and nations to recognise that they are bound to 
submit and give respect to Christ the King.
As I reflect on the circumstances we find ourselves in today, there is 
much that is similar to the environment of 1925. In the face of the 
devastating impact of climate change, the social disruption caused by 
the pandemic, the growing influence of far-right ideas and increased 
war-like rhetoric between nations, the people of the world are once 
again watching, desperately searching for answers and turning to so-
called powerful rulers across the globe. 
It is timely indeed for us to once more consider the importance of Christ 
our King and how our allegiance to Him can shape our response to the 
world’s situation. Each of our readings today give us much food for 
thought on this point.

Psalm 93; Daniel 7.9-10,13-14

Psalm 93 provides a powerful image of God’s majesty. Our king is 
robed in majesty and reigns over an everlasting kingdom. His majestic 



strength is greater than any of nature’s floods or rivers or ocean waves. 
His kingdom is holy and embraces all creation.
Image of huge beach wave

As we enjoy God’s creation, as we look out at huge waves from the 
South Coast beach shores or look down on panoramic vistas from our 
many Canberran hilltops, isn’t it wonderful to give praise and homage to 
our eternal King who made it all;  to bow humbly to His majesty in all 
things!

The prophet Daniel gives us a very different image.
Image of God, white clothes, white woolly hair on a throne

In chapter 7 verses 9-10 we have an ancient, sovereign King, honoured 
by his attendants, sitting on his throne preparing to pass judgement on 
his people. And then in verses 13 and 14 Daniel sees “one like a human 
being” being presented to this Ancient One. In the Aramaic language 
this “being” is also translated as “the Son of Man’. For the Jewish 
people this is usually thought of as the Angel Michael, Israel’s guardian. 
In the gospels this term is Jesus’ preferred way to describe himself. For 
us, his followers, this is a fore-telling of the eternal “dominion and glory 
and kingship” of our Lord Jesus.  Christ the King shall reign forever and 
his kingship shall never be destroyed.

So what does that mean for us today? How do we honour our King? I 
invite you to reflect on that question. Its answer is of course many 
faceted. We honour Jesus by being faithful to his teaching. We honour 
him by worshipping and praising him both separately and together as 
His gathered church. We honour him by caring for His creation. We 
honour him by welcoming the Holy Spirit into our lives. Above all, we 
honour him by sharing His love with those around us. And what of our 
civic responsibilities? How do we honour Jesus in the democratic life of 
our nation?

To delve into that facet let us turn to Jesus’ encounter with Pontius 
Pilate’s in our Gospel reading. In John 18. 33 Pilate asked him: “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus’ reply is, as always, very instructive. First 
he tests Pilate: “Are you asking that yourself or are you doing the 
bidding of others?” The truth is clear when Pilate answers: “I am not a 
Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over 
to me. What have you done?’ He is genuinely ignorant of the charges 



laid against Jesus and merely trying to placate the Jewish leaders. 
Then Jesus provides an answer but on his own terms. While he doesn’t 
deny being a king he deliberately switches the focus from a titular King 
to a discussion of His Kingdom. Theologian Hermann Waetjen suggests 
the reason for this is that “the reign or kingdom that he is establishing is 
not a hierarchical structure in which he alone is located at the pinnacle 
and exercises divine authority. That would be a kingship of domination 
the kind that originates within this world and its social construction of 
reality.”

No, Jesus strove to explain in verse 36 that his kingdom was not from 
this world. If it were, then he would be leading an army of his followers 
to fight against the Jews. That would be the kind of kingdom the world 
was used to seeing. But even if others say his is a King, he was not 
born into this world to be an earthly king. In verse 37 Jesus tells us that 
His purpose is: “To testify to the truth.”  Pilate’s response in verse 38, I 
think,  has particular importance for us today. Pilate mockingly asks: 
“What is truth?”

Image of Jesus Declaring the Truth

How often have you heard that in conversations, on TV and online 
chats? The concept of “truth” has been severely undermined in modern 
western society. Individual perceptions reign supreme. Yet for Jesus it 
is his raison detre – He was brought into the world to testify to God’s 
eternal truth and he assures us in verse 37 that everyone who belongs 
to the truth listens to his voice. Perhaps our greatest civic responsibility 
– the way we can most honour Jesus in our nation’s democratic life - is 
to challenge the notion that all truth is relative. We are called to be part 
of Christ’s kingdom here and now by listening to his voice and faithfully 
living it to the best of our ability. If this means we are at odds with the 
rulers and kings of this world then so be it. It wasn’t easy for Jesus. It 
isn’t easy for us. When it comes to civic polity it can be very difficult to 
discern Jesus’ truth and we can even be led astray by well-meaning but 
sometimes misguided members of the body of Christ.

One avenue of thought that I have found helpful in applying the truth of 
Jesus in politics comes from the Stanford University academic, Tod 
Lindberg. Lindberg suggests that the Golden Rule taught by Jesus is 
his pre-eminent political value. We spoke of it a few weeks ago when 
we explored the Two Great Commandments. When we love our 



neighbour as our self, we are essentially “doing unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.”

The quintessential element of this Golden Rule is that it’s enactment is 
free and voluntary. The kingdom of heaven on earth exists when people 
freely choose to conduct themselves rightly towards each other. 

Lindberg argues that: “A real world king might play a role in facilitating 
such relationships or hindering them, and various kings have done one 
or other – or both, if the issues are multifaceted. But there is no 
expectation in Jesus’ teaching that its adoption will come or can come 
as a result of its imposition by even the best of kings; it is the working of 
‘people power’ from one person to another over space and time that 
brings it about.

As we mull over the wide implications of that argument, let us remember 
that Christ our King has testified to us God’s truth. As we listen to his 
voice we freely choose to live the servant king life which he modelled on 
this earth. As that model is challenged today let us not waver. Let us 
faithfully use our people power as the body of Christ to live out the 
Golden Rule and so honour our King in civic polity.

Image of Christ Returning on the Clouds

To strengthen us along the way we have the wonderful insights John 
also gives us in his book of Revelation 1, 4b-8. Verse 7 evokes another 
powerful image of Christ the King: “Look! He is coming with the clouds, 
every eye will see him.”

My concluding prayer is that we may strive to glorify and honour Jesus 
Christ in all that we do. He is our King and indeed the ruler of the kings 
of the earth, “who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and 
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father.”  A Lord 
God, the Alpha and the Omega, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty! AMEN.


