
 

How should we worship God in the fullness of our land? 
Fourth Sunday in the Season of Creation (19 Sunday after Pentecost) 

 
It is our practice in this parish to preach from the lessons set in the lectionary 
for each Sunday – a practice of which I entirely approve! It ensures we preach 
the whole gospel not just our favourite or comfortable parts of it!  However 
over the past four weeks we have been called in the wider church throughout 
the world to reflect on the relationship between God as Creator, the world, 
and ourselves. 
 
As this is the last Sunday in this series, I am going to step away from the 
readings and wrestle with the question: How should we worship God in the 
fullness of our land? 
 
The church from early days has seen a key task of humankind to offer true 
worship to God on behalf of all creation. The Greek Orthodox Eucharist, which 
goes back almost unchanged to the 300’s at the latest, makes this worship on 
behalf of all creation the central action of the Eucharist. We are to be the living 
voice of an otherwise voiceless creation. 
 
This intention has come down through the ages and we find it in the great 
thanksgiving prayers of Australian prayer book: 
 
In Thanksgiving 1 we say: All Glory and honour be yours always and 
everywhere, mighty Creator, everliving God. In Thanksgiving 3 we say: Holy 
and Gracious God, all creation rightly gives you praise. In Thanksgiving 5 we 
say: Loving God, we thank you for this world of wonder and delight; you have 
given it to us to care for, so that all your creatures may enjoy its bounty. Lord 
our God we give you thanks and praise. 
 
The problem is how do we act as the living voice for our land as Australians 
rather than as Europeans, South Sudanese, Americans or Karens living in 
Australia? Most of us are settlers from overseas, or the children or 
grandchildren of such settlers. In some ways our hearts still don’t quite fit 
here, as it does for those who have been here for thousands of years. Paul 
Keating once said ‘Darwin is best seen from 30,000 feet from a plane on its 
way to Europe’. While we may not approve of this, somewhere in our hearts 
we understand what he means.  It is difficult to imagine us calling Australia 
our motherland or fatherland isn’t it – Mother Russia, yes; but Mother 
Australia? To put it another way, we talk of living on this land rather than as 
people of this land. We describe a farmer as a man ‘on the land’. In some 
ways we are people who have not quite found our home; who have not quite 
taken the realities of this land into our being. Our spiritual connections are not 
to this land, or now perhaps to any land. 
 
It is strange isn’t it? Almost every molecule in our bodies comes from this land 
in the form of the food we eat and the air we breathe. Physically, we are truly 
part of this land. Yet we are still partly emigres in our hearts and souls. How 
are we to take up our responsibilities to speak for this part of creation to God if 



we do not truly belong to it? How are we in all honesty to represent this land in 
worship with our whole hearts? How do we praise like the Psalmist of old who 
sang of his land: 
 
Psalm 148: 6-11  
Praise the Lord from the earth, 
Fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind! 
Mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars! 
Wild animals and cattle, 
Creeping things and flying birds! 
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
For his name alone is exalted: 
His glory is above earth and heaven. 
 
I do not know about you but I find this wonderful and I can join in with all my 
heart. I find myself as part of this great Israel-inspired and Israel-based praise. 
But what if instead it said: 
 
Praise the Lord from the earth, 
Firestorm and drought, snow and frost, stormy wind! 
Blue hills and red sand dunes, wheat crops and gumtrees, 
Kangaroos and sheep, 
Creeping things and calling birds! 
People of all kinds, old and young together! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
For his name alone is exalted: 
His glory is above earth and heaven. 
 
Does your heart join with this in the same way? Perhaps later we can 
compare notes about why this may be so. 
 
Another problem we face is that, as creation is despoiled, so its capacity to 
worship is diminished. Given our role in this despoliation in Australia, I wonder 
how we will answer when we stand before the judgement seatPerhaps this is 
another theme we could reflect on later. 
 
We find clues towards an answer to this question of what we should do in the 
parable of Creation in the opening chapters of Genesis. In 2:15 we read: “The 
Lord God took the human creature and placed him in the Garden of Eden to 
till it and to tend it.” Till and tend – what connotations would these words have 
had to Hebrew listeners? The word translated as ‘till’ is translated elsewhere 
as ‘serve” or “protect”; for example in Joshua 24 ‘as for me and my house we 
will serve the Lord’. ‘Tend’ is translated elsewhere as ‘keep’ or ‘look after’: 
Aaron says ‘may the Lord bless you and keep you’ for example.  So the 
passage more clearly could be translated as: “The Lord God took the human 
creature and placed him in the Garden of Eden to protect and to look after it.’ 
This has very different connotations doesn’t it? We now find it has a caring 
tone to it. As Australians, could we see the way we presently treat Australia as 
a proper response to this command? As protecting and looking after creation? 



The Lord God took the human creature and placed him in the Garden of Eden 
to protect and to look after it. Perhaps another issue for later discussion. 
 
In Genesis 1:28 we see another aspect of this; it says: Be fruitful and multiply 
… and have dominion over … every living thing that moves on the earth. The 
word translated ‘have dominion over’ has the sense of: ‘has responsibility for’. 
The sense is of a steward having dominion over the household, that is, a 
delegated authority with associated responsibilities. But one day the Lord of 
the steward will come and demand an accounting of his stewardship, as 
Jesus constantly warns. 
 
So we are to take a leading part in the worship of the Creator by creation, and 
we have been given the responsibility to ensure that creation is in a suitable 
state to be part of this worship. Further we need to be able to speak with one 
voice with creation if this worship is to occur. We are like a steward, we are 
not the Lords of creation, that is above creation, nor are we simply a part of 
creation, for within us we have that extra spark, that sense of being made in 
the image of God. The capacity to choose, the capacity to worship, the 
capacity to sin, set us apart in some sense from nature. As I said, we are 
called to be stewards and, as such, part of, but separate from, the rest of 
creation. We might think of our relationship as of being with nature rather than 
being part of nature or other than nature.  
 
The bible is full of the word with: husbands are with their wives, friends are 
with one another, Jesus is with his disciples in one place or another, even 
God is so described – Emmanuel – God with us. There is a sense of 
connectedness, of caring, of love-based relationships in the word, ‘with’. Love 
means I am with you and you are with me in a special sense. We evoke and 
support each other’s individuality even as we discover our fundamental 
solidarity.  We are with one another, not fused into a single entity 
 
So, to be with creation, as part of our solidarity with it, we are to evoke and 
support its individuality, and this is the role to which we are called and which 
is essential if we are to offer true and full worship. 
 
But then we do not speak just for ourselves before God, when we are truly 
ourselves, when we are true stewards, we speak for all our fellow creatures, 
for the totality. And when we really do speak for them, what we say – what we 
shall say perhaps one day without reservation or qualification – is simply 
thank you Lord – Eucharistia! 
 
As Australians then, if we are to act responsibly and with love towards 
creation, it is not just to ensure our future material welfare, but, firstly to 
enable that part of nature over which we have stewardship to be truly itself, 
and secondly, to speak for, to offer Eucharistia for, all of creation. This is the 
essence of what we called to be and to do before God.  
 
So, as Helen challenged us last week, we must ask ourselves: how are we to 
evoke and support and express the uniqueness of our land, to enable this, our 
Australian home, to worship as it should?  


