
Ash Wednesday March 1, 2017 

Today is the first day of Lent, a time when we begin to 
prepare for the great events of Easter, to deepen our 
relationship with Jesus and to seek a deeper understanding 
of the good news of the Gospel, of Jesus’ life and teaching 
and his death and resurrection. 

We often give up or take up something for the season of 
Lent. We do not make a show of this but do it for a 
purpose, and that purpose is the deepening of our 
relationship with Jesus. We give up or take up something 
in order to transform and conform our daily lives to Christ.  

Just as we can only fill an empty cup, so we seek to make 
that space, that stillness, that silence, where the Word of 
God can resound in our hearts and in our lives. 

If we are to understand and deepen our relationship with 
Jesus we must first of all understand who we are, not just 
in ourselves but in relationship to God and to our 
neighbours. 

As we are marked with ashes and hear the words, 
Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return, 
we are reminded of our mortality. We recall that we are 
human, of the dust of the earth and we will return to it. 
We are at one with God’s creation, the plants and the 
animals, the earth and the stars, the seas and the great 
storms, the smallest drop of water and the dust of comets. 
This is a sobering thing and an amazingly wonderful thing. 

Those same ashes of our mortality also mark us for life. We 
are signed with the sign of the cross. We are very members 
of Christ. We are his body here on earth. We are his 
disciples. We are the beloved children of God and 
inheritors of God’s kingdom, privileged to be co-creators 
as God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven. Are we 
living as God’s children and as the body of Christ? Are we 
building God’s kingdom by living for the good of the poor, 
the dispossessed, the ignored and the forgotten? Are we 
ready to respond to whomever God places in our path? 

The words, repent and believe in the Gospel recall us to 
who we are. We repent of all that takes us away from our 
identity as Christ’s own. We turn away from all that 
distracts us and we turn to Christ, mindful that it is not all 
about us. All people are precious to God, beloved of God, 
and so to be loved by us. 

Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return. 
Remember that you are God’s beloved and seek 
forgiveness and reconciliation with God and with one 
another. Amen


